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Minutes for Westford Recycling Commission 
Meeting Date: June 8, 2006 
Attendees: Andy Bergamini, Gerry DiBello, Abby Foster, Elizabeth Sawyer, and Barbara 
Theriault. Guests: Charlie DeRosa and Christine De Rosa from Integrated Paper Recyclers.  
 
Note that if Action Items from a previous month’s minutes were closed before this 
meeting, they are not included in these minutes. They may be referenced in past 
minutes under Action Items and considered closed without discussion. 
 
I. Action Items due by July 13 meeting. Previous (open) action items are in bold. 
     ALL MEMBERS 
      Send comments on drafts of Recycling Guide for the 2006-2007 issue to Abby.  
    
     ABBY 
         1.  Assemble a list of community based organizations. 
  2.  Continue with 2006-2007 Westford Recycling Guide to create a draft for final  
       review and work with printer to print and mail Guides. 
  3. Redesign the Westford Recycling Commission logo. 
 
     ANDY 
 1.  Contact Chip Barrett about the crew size at brush chipping and inquire about a  
  possible charge to residents for the service. 
 2. Acquire the names of primary contacts for condominiums in town and forward them 
  to Christine De Rosa of Integrated Paper Recyclers for delivery of 64 gallon toters. 
 
     BARBARA 
 1.  Make a date with Elizabeth to work on collection data spread sheet.  
 2. Post a cable notice about the collection of recyclable plastics 1-7.   
 3.   Post cable notices for the June 10 yard waste collection, the June 17 electronics 
  collection, and the June 24 document shredding event.   
 4.  Submit May 11 meeting minutes to the Town Clerk. 
 5. Write a draft of the June 8 meeting minutes and email to members for perusal.    
 6.  Help out at the June 17 electronics collection from 12-2. 
  
     ELIZABETH 
 1.  Continue work on the Hazardous Waste Collection coming in the fall. 
 2.  Relay to Mike Sawyer the Westford Recycling Commission comments and decisions. 
 3.  Compose a statement about toters to be posted on www.westfordrecycling.org. 
 4.  Oversee the June 24 document shredding event at Crisafulli School. 
 
     ELLEN 
 1.  Write a letter to the editor of the Westford Eagle, to the Conservation       
  Commission, Selectmen, and other town boards on creative ways to         
  dispose/use yard waste.  
                 
     GERRY  
 1.  Look into making a permanent change on the Town Wide Litter Collection  
  banner to a non-specific date. 
 2.  Obtain signs to publicize the June recycling collections for the sandwich    
  boards and place them around town. 
 3.  Oversee the June 10 yard waste collection. 
 4.  Oversee the electronics collection on June 17 and help out at shredding on June 24. 
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II. Key Points/Decisions from the Meeting (following the agenda) 
 1.  Discussion with Charlie DeRosa and Christine DeRosa re plan for distributing 64      
      gallon toters to residents. 
      a. The first toters that were distributed were 90 gallons. As per the Commission’s  
   request, the new toters being delivered are 64 gallon size.   
      b. Charlie said he has toters to give to 500 households and will distribute them to  
  those with the largest amounts of recyclables. 
      c. All of the trucks Charlie uses now are toter-compatible.  
      d. New toters will be delivered at the beginning of the recycling runs each day.  
      e. Christine showed the Commission a copy of the explanation letter that will be  
  encased in plastic and left with each delivery of toter(s).  
      f. Gerry requested a list of the households that receive toters. It is not feasible to  
  obtain such a list so the request was withdrawn. 
      g. Elizabeth will put information about the new toter program on our web site. 
      h. Andy will funnel all requests for toters to Christine DeRosa. Gerry has given 
  several names already to Andy of people who requested toters. 
       i. Andy will acquire the names of primary contacts for condominiums in town and  
     forward them to Christine De Rosa for delivery of 64 gallon toters. 
 
 2.  Follow up from May meeting 
      a. The May 11 minutes were approved and will be forwarded to the Town    
   Clerk by Barbara. 
      b. The meeting agenda created by Elizabeth includes open action items and new  
   discussion points. 
 
        3.  Westford Recycles Guide for 2006-2007 
     a. Abby provided copies of the draft for the Commission to review.  
     b. Gerry suggested a stronger statement re recycling plastics 1-7. 
     c. Abby will ask Ledgeview for a copy of the Guide on the final paper by Sunday,  
         June 11, so we can see the actual colors and contrasts. 
     d. Abby will try to provide a final proof by Wednesday or Thursday, June 15 or 16. 
            
 4. Spring collections 
     a. Three collections are planned: June 10 yard waste; June 17 electronics; and June   
     24 document shredding. 
     b. Gerry had signs publicizing the collections made for the sandwich boards. The cost  
     of $35 for each of four signs is higher than expected.   
     c. Another four signs are needed. Abby suggested a sign company on Littleton Road  
     for another price quote. 
     d. E.L. Harvey & Sons Paper Recycling of Westborough will charge a flat fee of $500  
    for the document shredding event to be held at the Crisafulli School parking lot on  
    Saturday, June 24. Each resident will be charged $10 for their total amount of paper. 
 
          5. Button batteries 
  a. Ann Eno, a former Westford Recycling Commission member, has stopped picking  
   up the button batteries collection boxes from the Cameron Senior Center, the Town 
   Hall, and MacKay’s Hardware. 
  b. Elizabeth has agreed to take over the job of collecting the boxes and Gerry  
   will find out more information. 
   
     6. Westford Recycles web site maintenance 
  a. Via Elizabeth: Westford Recycling Commission members that have questions or  
   suggestions about our www.westfordrecycles.org web site should communicate  
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   directly with Mike Sawyer at miksaw@hotmail.com. 
  b. Gerry  will send his suggestions for enhancements on the web site to Mike. 
  c. Mike indicated that he will be prompt in responding to important or urgent issues. 
  d. Mike asked if the Commission would prefer to give up Yahoo as a host ($11.95)  
   for a less expensive host. Gerry made a motion that we continue to have Yahoo 
   host www.westfordrecyles.org and it was passed unanimously. 
 
 7. Other business 
  a. Elizabeth: there are no updates re the Hazardous waste collection in the fall. 
  b. We have learned that Mahoney’s Garden Center that purchased the Laughton  
   Garden Center in Chelmsford did not buy the Laughton property in Westford so we 
   still have no place to send Westford residents for composting yard waste. 
  c. Barbara asked for five pros and five cons on the Pay As You Throw concept. 
 
   8. Close out meeting 
              a. Action Items for July were reviewed by Commission members present. 
           b. The June meeting of the Westford Recycling Commission adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
              c. The next meeting of the Westford Recycling Commission will be on July 13 at 7:30  
  p.m. at the Cameron Senior Center.  Elizabeth will create the agenda. Barbara will  
  take notes. Andy will chair the meeting. 
 
III. Other items for future discussion 
 1. The next brush collection dates are October 15 and 22. Will there be a charge? 
 2. Discuss the feasibility of a Collect Everything Day in the next year.  
 3. Re: The request from Charlie De Rosa to Andy that shredded paper to be put in a  
     clear plastic bag to keep it from blowing away or littering the street, discuss how to  
     publicize that suggestion.  
 4. Re: collecting sneakers to recycle.  
 5. Investigate whereabouts of the video: Where Our Trash Goes. 
 6. Discuss the construction waste bans. 
 7. Collect feedback on Chelmsford’s recycling letter to residents. 
 
IV. List of Accomplishments 2006 
 1. Electronics collection April 1 at Blanchard School parking lot.  
 2. Brush collections April 22 and April 29 at the Day School parking lot. 
 3. Creation of a Westford Recycling Commission web site address:      
     www.westfordrecycles.org. 
 4. Bi-weekly curbside collection of recyclable plastics 1-7. 
 
Respecfully submitted, 
Barbara Theriault 
Secretary 6/08/06 
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